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The Topic of This Month

New US president will change course but maintain a
hard line on China

Joe Biden hailed the resilience of US democracy and appealed for unity in a polarised nation as
he was sworn in as the 46th US president on 20 January. He signed a barrage of executive
orders on the same day, reversing his predecessor’s policies drastically by promising that the
US will rejoin the Paris climate accord as well as halt its withdrawal from the World Health
Organization (WHO). On the other hand, the Biden administration will maintain a firm stance
against China.

“Biden Administration” is planning a U-turn on policies

The democrat, Joe Biden acclaimed the victory of democracy and appealed for unity among US
citizens on 20 January when he was sworn in as the 46t president. He called for a fresh start
under unusual situations where massed guardsmen kept strict guard against mobs but his own
predecessor, Donald Trump, failed to appear.

The new president signed a series of executive orders in areas ranging from climate change to
the new coronavirus on the same day, reversing some of Mr. Trump’s policies. He took
executive action to rejoin the Paris climate accord as well as to halt its withdrawal from the
WHO.

Mr. Biden seems to be ready to put new policies into practice given he signed various other
executive orders to abolish his predecessor’s symbolic policies on or after the day.

New US secretary of state suggested a hard line on China

”

There seems to be no major changes in policies toward China by the “Biden administration.
The then US secretary of state, Mike Pompeo, accused the Chinese government of systematic
attempts to destroy ethnic minorities such as massive and forced detainment of Uighurs,
identifying the repression as genocide on 19 January. Antony Blinken, Mr. Biden’s nominee to
be secretary of state, told a Senate confirmation hearing on the same day that he agreed with
Mr. Pompeo’s designation. He also placed challenges from China as “a top priority issue” amid
increased struggle for hegemony between the US and China, saying that he would “take a
strong position against China” in cooperation with allies.

Mr. Biden will take a firm stance against China

Mr. Biden started to make drastic policy changes on the first day in office, launching multiple
policies through executive orders for a turnaround from the former administration. On the
other hand, he is supposed to adopt a hard line on China amid growing concerns over the
country across the parties. While new US tariff policies toward China should be more
conciliatory than the predecessor’'s ones, Mr. Biden may take a firmer stance against it in the
aspects of technology, power struggle and human rights.
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