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Nikkei 225 Index and the JPY 20,000 Milestone
 Though Nikkei 225 index is hesitating to reach JPY 20,000, stock price related data show
improvements in market sentiment.
 Stock trading pattern of “trend following” by foreign investors and “counter trend” by
individuals which were seen during the bull market in the first half of year 2015, is
reviving.
 Some positive news were heard despite sluggish earnings growth outlooks. Catalyst for a
stronger bull market will be the new policy implementation by the government and BOJ.

Though Nikkei 225 index is hesitating to reach JPY 20,000, stock price related data show
improvements in market sentiment.
Nikkei 225 index closed JPY 20 higher (+0.1%) than the previous day at JPY 19,879.81 on
November 20th.

It rose to JPY 19,959.06 during the trading hours of 19th, but is hesitating to reach

the JPY 20,000 psychological milestone.

However, the market is focusing on the possibility of the

closing price reaching the JPY 20,000 level, its first time since August 20th, as data related to stock
prices show improvement in market sentiment.

First, I would like to look at domestic macro data.

Real exports of October 2015 released by

th

BOJ on November 19 increased +1.1% MoM for two consecutive months (September: +2.1%
MoM). The market’s excessive concern over China’s slowdown is fading as exports are bottoming
out. The market seems to have come out of the bear sentiment created by the vicious cycle of
“China’s slowdown → decrease in exports from Japan → Japan’s slowdown” seen during the
summer of year 2015.
"Chart 2: 12 months forward EPS and P/E ratio"

"Chart 1: Trend of Japanese Stock Trading by Foreign Investors"
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Data period is from 1st week of January to 2nd week of November, 2015. Stock trading
value of Foreigners is an aggregate of 1st & 2nd section of Tokyo and Nagoya stock
exchanges, TSE Mothers and TSE JASDAQ markets since 1st week of January, 2015.
(Source) SMAM, based on Bloomberg L.P. data.
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Data period is from January 8th to November 12th, 2015.
12 month forward EPS and P/E ratio of Tokyo Stock Exchange Index (TOPIX).
(Source) SMAM, based on Bloomberg L.P. data.
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Stock trading patterns of “trend following” by foreign investors and “counter trend” by
individuals which were seen during the bull market in the first half of year 2015, is reviving.
Next, let’s look at the “Trading by Type of Investors” data released by the Tokyo Stock Exchange.
Net purchase by foreign investors of the second week of November (9th to 13th) was JPY 300.3
billion, and for four consecutive weeks it was net purchase. Although aggregated value since the
beginning of year 2015 is still net selling (Chart 1), foreign investors who tend to be “trend followers”
(trading stocks in the same direction of the market trend) most recently turned into net buyers, are
expected to positively influence the market sentiment.

On the other hand, individuals were net sellers of JPY 329.8 billion for the second week of
November, and for seven consecutive weeks they were net sellers.

Individuals tend to be “counter

trend” (trading stocks in the opposite direction of the market trend) in contrast to foreign investors.
The stock trading patterns of “trend following” by foreign investors and “counter trend” by
individuals were seen during the bull market in the first half of year 2015. As we can observe this
pattern lately, stock market sentiment can be considered as improving.

Some positive news were heard despite sluggish earnings growth outlooks. Catalyst for a
stronger bull market will be the new policy implementation by the government and BOJ.
We can see that 12 months forward EPS (Earnings per Share) is losing steam. Meanwhile, the
latest 12 months forward P/E ratio (Price Earnings ratio) is adjusted from excessive undervalue
(Chart 2), rose to 14.5 times, a level higher than the five-year average of 13.3 times.

Therefore, we

need to be careful as the P/E ratio will eventually become overvalued if Japanese stock prices rose
further from here without any improvement in the earnings growth forecasts.

At this point, we estimate that recurring profit of 216 companies included in our core research
universe will be around +15% YoY in FY2015 and around +8% YoY in FY2016.

Although, we

have a concern over subdued international commodity prices, we believe that earnings growth of the
corporates will be underpinned by the positive outlook on inbound tourism consumption due to
strong increase in the number of foreign visitors, fading excessive concern over China’s slowdown
and the sign of bottoming out exports. Also, we believe that new policy implementation by the
government and BOJ will function as a catalyst for a stronger bull market as the market’s
expectation is high on these new policies.
* Please note that this report is a translation of Japanese report written on November 20th, 2015.
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Disclaimer
Please read this disclaimer carefully.
This material is for non-Japanese institutional investors only.
The research and analysis included in this report, and those opinions or judgments as outcomes thereof, are
intended to introduce or demonstrate capabilities and expertise of Sumitomo Mitsui Asset Management
Company, Ltd. (hereinafter “ SMAM ” ), or to provide information on investment strategies and opportunities.
Therefore this material is not intended to offer or solicit investments, provide investment advice or service, or to
be considered as disclosure documents under the Financial Instruments and Exchange Law of Japan.
The expected returns or risks in this report are calculated based upon historical data and/or estimated upon
the economic outlook at present, and should be construed no warrant of future returns and risks.
Past performance is not necessarily indicative of future results.
 The simulated data or returns in this report besides the fund historical returns do not include/reflect any
Ÿ
investment management fees, transaction costs, or re-balancing costs, etc.
The investment products or strategies do not guarantee future results nor guarantee the principal of
investments. The investments may suffer losses and the results of investments, including such losses, belong to
the client.
The recipient of this report must make its own independent decisions regarding investments.
The opinions, outlooks and estimates in this report do not guarantee future trends or results. They constitute
SMAM’s judgment as of the date of this material and are subject to change without notice.
The awards included in this report are based on past achievements and do not guarantee future results.
The intellectual property and all rights of the benchmarks/indices belong to the publisher and the authorized
entities/individuals.
This material has been prepared by obtaining data from sources which are believed to be reliable but SMAM
can not and does not guarantee its completeness or accuracy.
All rights, titles and interests in this material and any content contained herein are the exclusive properties of
SMAM, except as otherwise stated. It is strictly prohibited from using this material for investments,
reproducing/copying this material without SMAM’s authorization, or from disclosing this material to a third party.
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Member of Japan Investment Advisers Association, The Investment Trusts Association, Japan and Type Ⅱ
Financial Instruments Firms Association
© Sumitomo Mitsui Asset Management Company, Limited

3

